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remarked quietly. She did not wish to wrangle with her
husband in the presence of another cossack, but inwardly
she was annoyed with Mishka for his, as it seemed to her,
misplaced joke with Prokhor and for the enmity he had
openly shown to her brother.
" The government says nothing to you ; it's got nothing
to talk about with you. But service with the Whites has
to be answered for under Soviet law."
" And have I got to answer for mine too ? " Prokhor
asked.
" You're only a sheep ; you've had a graze, now back
into your pen ! There'll be no questioning of orderlies, but
Gregor will have to face the music when he turns up. We'll
question him about the rising."
" And you'll do the questioning, will you ? " Dunia's eyes
flashed as she set a cup of soured milk down on the table.
" Yes, I'll question him too," Mishka calmly answered^
" It's not your business.  .  .  . There'll be questionersv
enough without you.  He's won his pardon by serving in the
Red Army. ..."
Dunia's voice shook. She sat down at the table, gathering
the flounces of her apron in her fingers. As though he had
not noticed his wife's agitation, Mishka went on unruffled:
" I'll find it interesting to do some questioning too. . . .
But so far as his pardon's concerned we'll have to see. . . .
We'll have to reconsider how far he's earnt his pardon. He's
spilt quite a lot of our blood. We'll have to measure out
whose blood weighs the most. . . ."
This was the first squabble Mishka and Dunia had had
since their marriage. There was an awkward silence in the
kitchen. Mishka silently ate the milk, occasionally wiping
his lips - with a hand-towel. Prokhor smoked, and gazed at
Dunia. Then he began to talk of farming matters. He
remained for another half-hour. As he was going he said :
" Kirill Gromov's returned.  Have you heard ? "
" No. Where's he turned up from ? "
"From the Reds.  He was in the First Cavalry Brigade
too**'
" Is he the one that served under Mamontov ? "
]'That's him/'
" He was a fine fighter 1" Mishka laughed sneeringly.
" I don't think !  He was always the first where it was a